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To keep all stakeholders and partners updated on the activities and issues of importance to the School-Community Health Alliance of Michigan (SCHA-MI), nonprofit organizations, and the state and federal legislatures, we regularly send information to SCHA-MI members and partners. We invite questions and comments. 
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Fewer Employers Offer Health Insurance
· From a March 14, 2007 article in the Detroit News by Kim Kozlowski 
As Congress debates reauthorizing the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP), a report released on March 14th shows that more working parents are losing their employer-sponsored health insurance and need to rely on public health insurance programs for their children. 

The report by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation titled, Funded Analysis Shows Steady Erosion of Working Parents' Employer-Provided Health Benefits shows 47 percent of working parents earning moderate salaries are offered health insurance through their employers, a nine percent drop nationally over the past decade.
In Michigan, 56.5 percent of the state's 162,668 uninsured children are living in families that earn $40,000 for a family of four while the number of children enrolled in the federal/state health insurance program grows every year. This underscores the need for Michigan's program, known as MiChild, which provides health insurance for families not poor enough for Medicaid but not earning enough to buy private insurance.

Michigan currently covers 35,000 children through the MiChild program, which offers insurance to children in families with incomes above 150 percent and below 200 percent of the federal poverty level. A child could qualify, for instance, if they live in a family of four with an annual income between $30,000 and $40,000. The program covers checkups, shots, emergency care, pharmacy services and more.

Michigan also provides health insurance for children in families with lower incomes through a Medicaid program known as Healthy Kids.
Working parents needing health insurance for their children can call the MiChild program to find out whether they qualify at (888) 988-6300. 
Growing Proportion of Teens Say Parents Most Influence Decisions About Sex 
Teens say that parents most influence their decisions about sex. However, parents of teens underestimate the influence they have in this area, according to a new nationally representative survey released today by the National Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy. In fact, the proportion of teens who say their parents most influence their decisions about sex has increased since the last National Campaign survey in 2004. 

Results from the survey of over 1,000 adults and 1,000 teens are contained in the report, With One Voice 2007. Other survey results include: 

Parents 
• Although 47% of teens say parents most influence their decisions about sex, 
only 34% of parents of teens believe parents are most influential. 

• Only 18% of teens—compared to 41% of parents of teens—say friends most 
influence teens’ decisions about sex. 

• The proportion of teens who say parents most influence their decisions about sex 
increased from 37% in 2004 to 47% in this survey. 

• The proportion of teens who say they have had a helpful conversation with their 
parents about delaying sex and avoiding teen pregnancy increased from 63% in 
2004 to 71% in this survey. 

Abstinence and Contraception 
• Most adults (93%) and teens (90%) believe that providing young people with a 
strong abstinence message is important. 

• A majority of adults (73%) and teens (56%) also continue to believe that young 
people need more information about abstinence and contraception rather than 
either/or. 

Gender Differences 
• Most teens (62%) and adults (75%) believe that teen boys often receive the 
message that they are “expected to have sex.” 

• Teens (59%) and adults (74%) also believe that teen girls often receive the 
message that “attracting boys and looking sexy is one of the most important things 
they can do.” 

For More information Please visit www.teenpregnancy.org to view the complete results of this survey, including the exact wording of the questions posed to respondents. 

About the Survey The survey canvassed 1,037 young people age 12-19 and 1,162 adults 20 years and older and provides nationally representative estimates of each age group. The telephone surveys took place between September and October 2006 and were conducted by International Communications Research (www.icrsurvey.com), an independent research company. 

About the National Campaign. Founded in 1996, the National Campaign is a private, nonprofit organization with the goal of reducing the teen pregnancy rate by one-third between 2006 and 2015. 
Congressman Dingell Proposes Health Insurance for 9 Million Children

- From a March 15th Detroit News Article by Deb Price

On March 14th, Congressman John Dingell (MI) and Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton (NY) announced the introduction of the Dingell-Clinton Children's Health First Act. This legislation, if enacted, would provide health insurance for the nation’s 9 million uninsured children. Senator Clinton introduced the companion legislation in the Senate.
"Health care should be a right, and not a privilege. And certainly nowhere should it be more of a right than with regard to our kids, who, after all, are the future of this country," said Dingell, whose legislation gets an automatic boost toward House passage because he is now the powerful chairman of the Energy and Commerce Committee, which deals with health care issues.
The costs of insuring a child per day would be $3.50, which Dingell said would have a big payoff because children who get routine medical treatment are less likely to need costly hospitalization.

Access to affordable health care is expected to be one of the dominant issues for both Republican and Democratic White House contenders, including Clinton.
The Dingell-Clinton Children's Health First Act builds on the current federal-state program that provides health care to poor children, the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). States would be given federal resources and incentives to cover uninsured children in families with higher incomes, as well as to subsidize some of the family coverage provided by employers.
States would be given federal funding incentives to track down and get currently eligible children signed up. Right now, about 6 million children are qualified for the State Children's Health Insurance Program, but aren't getting benefits, partly because some states have waiting lists and enrollment caps.

In addition, states would get federal funds to expand the program so children could qualify if their parents earn up to 400 percent of the federal poverty level (about $70,000 for a family of three).

Also, employers and families would be allowed to buy into the program, which would then bill them for the full premium of the child's coverage. This year, that cost is about $1,220 for one child, the lawmakers said.

To encourage businesses to provide health coverage to their workers' children, states would get federal money to give local employers subsidies of up to 50 percent of the cost the state would pay to insure the child.
-Thanks to Jane Reagan, Michigan Department of Education, for alerting us to the article

Recognizing a Stroke - Remember the "3" Steps, STR 

Sometimes symptoms of a stroke are difficult to identify. Unfortunately, the lack of awareness spells disaster. The stroke victim may suffer severe brain damage when people nearby fail to recognize the symptoms of a stroke. 

Now doctors say a bystander can recognize a stroke by asking three simple questions: 
S * Ask the individual to SMILE 
T * Ask the person to TALK to SPEAK A SIMPLE SENTENCE (Coherently) (i.e. It is sunny out today) 
R * Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS. 

*NOTE: Another 'sign' of a stroke is this: 

Ask the person to 'stick' out their tongue.  If the tongue is 'crooked', if it goes to one side or the other, that is also an indication of a stroke. If he or she has trouble with ANY ONE of these tasks, call 911 immediately and describe the symptoms to the dispatcher.
Merit Scholarships in Michigan

Is there a minimum score that needs to be attained to get the merit scholarship money?  

 

In order to receive the Promise Scholarship, from the Department of Treasury, students DO need to take the test.  The scholarship is awarded in the following way:

 

If the student receives a score of 1 or 2, they get their first $2,000 right up front at the beginning of their postsecondary education, no questions asked.  After completing 2 years of study, if they maintain a GPA of at least 2.5, they get another $2,000 toward the remainder of their schooling.

 

If the student receives a score of 3 or 4, they may still receive the scholarship, but have to wait until after they have completed two years of study with a GPA of 2.5.  Then they will receive the first $2,000.  They may then receive another $2,000 after completing two more years of study.  

 

In other words, if they don't do well on the MEAP, then their scholarship is postponed until they can prove themselves in college or other postsecondary education.

 

For more information about the Michigan Promise Scholarship see http://www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid/0,1607,7-128-38193_44522---,00.html.
Child Care at the Capitol Day – April 24th
The Michigan 4C Association invites everyone to attend the first annual “Child Care at the Capitol” Day. The event will take place on Tuesday, April 24, 2007 from 8:00am – 1:00pm at the State Capitol Building in Lansing, Michigan. Space has been reserved inside the State Capitol building for displays and exhibits that highlight the child care system and especially the organizations that support childcare. 

The “Child Care at the Capitol” Day, which is being sponsored by the Michigan Legislative Children’s Caucus, will provide an opportunity to show the depth of the childcare system and to provide information about importance of child care for Michigan’s families.

At 9:00, Mr. Jerry Cutts, CEO of Children’s First Finance (previously named the Development Corporation for Children) will give a presentation in the rotunda, titled, “Targeting Investments to Drive Quality Care for Children”. 
For vendors interested in exhibiting during the event the cost is $50.00. The exhibits will be open from 8:00 AM until 1:00 PM. The $50.00 includes a continental breakfast, and a six-foot table and tablecloth for your display. The cost will defray the expenses related to the tables and food, as well as provide breakfast for one participant.  Breakfast for additional participants is available at a cost of $5 per person.  

For more information, contact the Michigan 4C Association at 517-351-4171 ext. 20 or visit the website at: www.mi4c.org

Fundraising Dinner - April 19th: Ending Violence Against Women

The Michigan Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence is holding a fundraising dinner and keynote presentation on Thursday, April 19, 2007 from 6:00pm – 9:30pm at the Midway Best Western Hotel, 7711 W. Saginaw Hwy, Lansing, Michigan.

The event is titled, BEYOND TAKING A STAND: Men and Women Working Together to End Violence Against Women.
The keynote address will be presented by Ted Bunch, co-founder of A Call to Men. Mr. Bunch will discuss the major facets of how men and women can work together to create a better, safer tomorrow for our families.

The presentation will discuss violence prevention as a community issue, not a women’s issue; address the responsibility of well meaning men in ending violence against women; and examine how traditional images of manhood have created an environment that supports, tolerates, and even encourages violence against women.
Tickets are $50.00 for MCADSV members and $75.00 for non-members.
Confirmations will be sent by 4/6/07 - tickets will be held at the door. Tickets are nonrefundable; if you are unable to attend, please send a substitute. A portion of the

ticket price ($23.50) is tax-deductible.
Registration materials are available on the MCADSV website: www.mcadsv.org

For more information, call Lynn Lucas at (517) 347-7000, ext. 21. 
MCADSV is a statewide private non-profit organization dedicated to the empowerment of all the state’s survivors of domestic and sexual violence.  Its mission is to develop and promote efforts aimed at the elimination of all domestic and sexual violence in Michigan. MCADSV’s members represent a network of 75 domestic violence and sexual assault programs and over 200 allied organizations and individuals throughout Michigan.

 Reducing Minority Over-Representation in Child Welfare and Juvenile Justice
The Family Division of the 7th Judicial Circuit Court, in partnership with the Department of Human Services and Priority Children, is pleased to offer two half day workshops on "Reducing minority over-representation in child welfare and juvenile justice."  

 

Speaker:  William McCoy

Date:  Thursday, April 26, 2007

Location:  Mott Children's Health Center

Time:  Two sessions are available:

Morning Session:  8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. -- geared towards professionals.  Social work credits have been applied for.  

Afternoon Session:  3:30 to 6:00 p.m. -- geared towards foster parents, youth in 
foster care ages 12 - 18 and the general public.  Foster parents may be eligible for training credits.  

There is no cost to attend; however, reservations must be made by April 16, 2007 and seating is limited to the first 100 individuals.  

For more information, contact Sue Rishmawi, Priority Children at 810-234-5007 or 
kids@prioritychildren.org 

Michigan Legislation of Interest

House Bill 4259 to allow a child protection of two legal parents, regardless of the parent’s marital status.

Introduced by Rep. Paul Condino HB 4259, to amend the current adoption law to allow a child the protection of two legal parents regardless of the parents' marital status.  This bill will reduce the number of children in the care of the state by expanding the pool of adoptive parents. The bill is referred to the House Judiciary Committee.  For further information go to www.secondparentadoption.org or contact Representative Paul Condino's office at paulcondino@house.mi.gov.

Senate Bill 329 (Mandate mental health insurance “parity”):

Introduced by Sen. Bruce Patterson on March 1, 2007, to prohibit Blue Cross Blue Shield from applying more restrictive conditions on coverage for mental health and substance abuse treatment than apply to other health coverage. 
Details and Comments: http://www.michiganvotes.com/Legislation.aspx?ID=52571
Also see companion legislation: 

· Senate Bill 330 introduced by Sen. Bruce Patterson 
· Senate Bill 332 introduced by Sen. Gilda Jacobs Details and Comments
· Senate Bill 333 introduced by Sen. Gretchen Whitmer 
· Senate Bill 334 introduced by Sen. Liz Brater 
· Senate Bill 335 introduced by Sen. Hansen Clarke 
· House Bill 4390 introduced by Rep. Mark Meadows
· House Bill 4391 introduced by Rep. Ted Hammon 
· House Bill 4392 introduced by Rep. Fran Amos 
· House Bill 4393 introduced by Rep. Bert Johnson 
House Bill 4366 (Establish Medicaid assisted living pilot project):

Introduced by Rep. Judy Emmons on March 1, 2007, to require the Department of Public Health to seek permission from the federal government to establish a Medicaid public housing assisted living demonstration pilot program involving 600 Medicaid recipients and public housing projects. 

Details and Comments: http://www.michiganvotes.com/Legislation.aspx?ID=52584
House Bill 4395 (Establish “at-risk” school teacher loan repayment grants):

Introduced by Rep. Glenn Steil, Jr. on March 1, 2007, to establish a state program to give certain teachers in "at risk" public or non-public schools (ones with half or more students from lower income families) a grant each year equal to 10 percent of their student loan debt. If the teacher stayed in an at risk school for 10 years, he or she would have all his debt paid by the state. 

Details and Comments: http://www.michiganvotes.com/Legislation.aspx?ID=52613
 Senate Bill 348 (Authorize breast cancer program income tax checkoff ):
Introduced by Sen. Patricia Birkholz on March 14, 2007, to establish a fund in the Department of Community Health to provide money to promote breast cancer research and community awareness campaigns. Money for the fund would come from the income tax checkoff and state matching funds authorized by Senate Bill 347. 

Details and Comments: http://www.michiganvotes.com/Legislation.aspx?ID=52751
Access Denied: A Look at America’s Medically Disenfranchised
In March 2007, the National Association of Community Health Centers released a report titled, Access Denied: A Look at America’s Medically Disenfranchised.  The 42-page report was done in collaboration with the Robert Graham Center of the American Academy of Family Physicians.  
Access Denied finds that 56 million people nationally go without primary care because of a shortage of such physicians in their communities, and are therefore considered “medically disenfranchised.”  The lack of physicians means that the medically disenfranchised go without a health care home to provide them with regular, continuous, and patient-centered primary care. Communities with too few primary care physicians experience poorer health outcomes and worse health disparities than communities that have enough primary care physicians.  
Access Denied estimates the number of medically disenfranchised by state and county, and also documents the importance of having a health care home and how health centers effectively meet this need.  

The report is available at www.nachc.com/research. 
-Thanks to Rebecca Cienki, Michigan Primary Care Association, for alerting us to this report

Zero-to-Three Prevention Initiative - Clarification

In SCHA-MI E-Bulletin February 2007 Volume 2 Number 3, we used the following description: 


“In January 2007, Children’s Trust Fund issued a report on child abuse and neglect prevention outcomes. The report titled Prevention Works! Zero-to-Three Building Stronger Families was prepared on behalf of the Michigan Department of Human Services."

The Michigan Department of Human Services would like to clarify that the Michigan Department of Education and the Michigan Department of Community Health are also funding partners in the Zero-to-Three Secondary Prevention Initiative.  The Zero-to-Three Program is highly collaborative and includes the involvement of the three agencies and the Children's Trust Fund in administration and oversight.  Complete information will be found in the referenced report.   
-Thanks to Shelley Miller-O'Neill, Michigan Department of Human Services for adding the clarification. Shelley can be contacted at:  millers5@michigan.gov or 517-335-7791.

Quote for the Day

A sign in a local restaurant: “Unattended children will be given a double cappuccino
 and a free puppy”.
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