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To keep all stakeholders and partners updated on the activities and issues of importance to the School-Community Health Alliance of Michigan (SCHA-MI), nonprofit organizations, and the state and federal legislatures, we regularly send information to SCHA-MI members and partners. We invite questions and comments. 
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W. K. Kellogg Foundation - $20 Million Commitment to School-Based Health

The W.K. Kellogg Foundation is in the third year of a 5-year $20 million commitment to make quality health care more accessible and sustainable for children and youth. 

Since 2004, the Kellogg Foundation has awarded grants to the Washington, D.C.-based National Assembly of School-Based Health Centers and nine if its state affiliates – including Michigan - to implement strategies to strengthen the sustainability of school-based health centers. 
In 2004, The Kellogg Foundation recognized that more than 8.5 million children and adolescents were without access to quality health care, due to financial, geographic and cultural barriers. The leadership at the Kellogg Foundation saw that the solution was to make comprehensive primary health care available at more of our nations’ schools. 

The purpose of the Kellogg Foundation project, titled, The School-Based Health Care Policy Program, is to build national support for policies, programs, research, and funding that will advance school-based health care.

The goals of The School-Based Health Care Policy Program are: 

1. Empower local communities to shape the content, quality, delivery, and financing of health care in their communities

2. Shape state and national health care policies that support the school-based health centers model 

3. Widen access to quality services for children, adolescents and in some cases, the broader community

4. Create stable and diverse funding streams to support this model of health care delivery

5. Improve the quality of health care delivered at school-based health centers.

6. Increase the visibility of the issues affecting school-based health centers

7. Enable state and national school-based health care associations to better promote quality health care, inform policy, share best practices nationally, and serve the operational and programmatic needs of their members

For more information, contact Debbie Brinson, Executive Director, School-Community Health Alliance of Michigan, at dbrinson@scha-mi.org or 1-517-908-0847 ext. 229.
Universal Health Coverage Attracts New Support
A January 22, 2007 article in the Washington Post by staff writer, Christopher Lee discusses the changing attitudes of former opponents of universal health care. Many business groups that opposed earlier efforts now agree that rising health-care costs and increasingly tougher access to insurance are unsustainable trends.
There is pressure on politicians in Washington to act on a problem that grows worse year by year. Recent census figures show that a record 46.6 million Americans, including 8.3 million children, had no health insurance in 2005, up from 39.7 million in 1994. Employer coverage is more expensive and less available.

In January 2007, America's Health Insurance Plans, an industry association that strongly opposed universal health care,  was among representatives of 16 business, medical and consumer groups that called for Congress to spend $45 billion over five years to extend health coverage to most of the nation's uninsured children. The group also recommended that lawmakers should direct billions more toward covering uninsured adults, mostly through a mixture of tax breaks and expanded federal programs.
John J. Castellani, president of the Business Roundtable, an association of chief executives of 160 U.S. companies, issued a similar call at a separate news conference last week with leaders of AARP and the Service Employees International Union (SEIU). 

Senator Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.) and Representative John Dingell (D-MI), who lead important congressional committees, plan to pursue legislation to allow Americans under 65 to enroll in Medicare or in the health coverage enjoyed by Congress. And a bipartisan group of two senators and three House members introduced legislation last week to help states fund innovative ways to cover more people.
While there is bipartisan support for reauthorizing the decade-old state-federal Children's Health Insurance Program, which covers more than 4 million children at a cost of $5 billion a year, experts say at least $12.7 billion more is needed over the next five years just to keep covering the same number of kids.

Much of the activity in Washington is being spurred by a wave of experiments at the state level; particularly in Massachusetts, Vermont, Illinois, Maine, California, and Pennsylvania.

Other efforts include:

Michigan

In December 2006, Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholm met with U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Michael O. Leavitt to discuss the governor’s plan to make health care affordable and accessible in Michigan.  Michigan has been working with the federal government for the past year to develop a federal Medicaid waiver that will allow the state to channel state and federal dollars in a way that will provide the uninsured with access to affordable health care coverage. 
     

In 2006 the Governor proposed the Michigan First Health Care Plan.  Under the plan, uninsured individuals will have access to private sector insurance plans offered by a newly created “Exchange,” which will administer the plan. Premium assistance will be provided on a sliding scale based on income up to 200 percent of the federal poverty level (approximately $40,000 for a family of four). Health insurance products offered by the Exchange will rely on private sector approaches, including managed care with defined networks, benefits that are more comparable to employer sponsored insurance, and small group market plans, cost sharing, and the pre-tax treatment of contributions to reduce cost.

            

The Michigan First Health Care Plan will also provide a platform to extend access to affordable insurance products to small businesses with uninsured employees. Under the plan, small businesses without health care coverage will be able to purchase insurance products from the Exchange. These businesses will save money due to the significant reduction in the number of uninsured residents in Michigan, and because the Exchange will bear some administrative burdens.
Children’s Defense Fund

            
The Children’s Defense Fund released a proposal that provides health care coverage for all children. The proposal titled, Covering All Children in 2007: A Logical, Moral and Achievable Goal is available at:
http://www.childrensdefense.org/site/PageServer?pagename=healthy_child&JServSessionIdr012=ng9pau4nn2.app7b

Michigan Revenue Estimating Conference - Significant Reductions in Revenues 
-Thanks to Peter Ruddell, Wiener & Associates, for providing the following analysis of the January 2007 Michigan Revenue Estimating Conference 
Michigan continues to experience significant reductions in revenues.  The consensus agreement includes the elimination of the Single Business Tax ($1.2 billion for fiscal year 2007-08, as SBT revenues will be collected for the last quarter of 2007) and the decrease in the casino tax as a result of the Detroit casinos opening permanent gaming facilities ($45 million).

The State is facing a combined budget deficit of $819 million in the current year.  The general fund budget deficit is $442 million and the school aid fund deficit is $377 million.  It is expected the Governor will issue a pro-rata letter cutting the per-pupil foundation grant by $220.  On February 8, the Budget Director will present the fiscal year 2008 budget and, most likely, an executive order making budget cuts for the fiscal year 2007 budget.  

The January 2007 Consensus Revenue agreement for the fiscal year 2007-08 is $7.01 billion in net General Fund-General Purpose revenue.  This is a reduction of nearly $1.2 billion.  Taking into account increased spending pressures the budget deficit will be significantly higher – approaching $2 billion.  The consensus conference estimated the School Aid Fund (SAF) revenues at $11.53 billion.  

The revised fiscal year 2006-07 estimates for the general fund is $8.23 billion and the School Aid Fund is $11.23 billion.

The Governor will present the fiscal year 2008 budget based on the assumptions reached at this conference and the current law (SBT, Sales, Income, and Casino taxes).

In addition to the significant revenue shortfalls, the fiscal year 2007 budget deficit is based on the following issues.

General Fund

· $35 million dispute with the tobacco companies related to master settlement payments (this is expected to be resolved, but not until fiscal year 2008); 

· $47 million in overspending by state departments for the fiscal year 2006 (this must be accounted for in the current fiscal year, 2007).

School Aid Fund

· $94 million is the amount anticipated to be carry-forward from fiscal year 2006 to fiscal year 2007, but was actually spent in fiscal year 2006 and is not available. 

· $61 million less as a result of the resolution of a property tax dispute with Dow Chemical Co. 

Research: Making Early Childhood Education and Care Matter
In an article written for Education Next, a research journal produced by the Hoover Institution, researcher Robert Pianta argues that the implementation of a curriculum through both social and instructional interactions between the teacher and the children is the most effective way to ensure high quality early childhood education.  
Through classroom observations, Pianta determined that explicit instruction for teachers in certain key skills, sensitive and emotionally warm interactions, responsive feedback, verbal engagement/stimulation and a classroom environment that is not overly structured are strong indicators of high quality early childhood education classrooms.  
He asserts that these indicators are more reliable than structural features such as teacher credentials and class size traditionally used by many policy makers and program administrators as quality measures. However, he does not discard traditional quality indicators completely as he argues that their use, along with teacher training that focuses on interacting with children, will help to produce more high quality early childhood education classrooms.  He recommends observing teachers in classrooms to develop ways of measuring and improving social and instructional interactions.

Information in Education Next includes:

· What We Know

· How Can We Best Measure Quality in the Early Education Classroom?
· What Does a High-Quality Early-Childhood Education Classroom Look Like?
· How Good Is the System We Have?
· Training the Teachers
· The Challenges Ahead
The full article, Preschool is School, Sometimes: Making early childhood education matter can be viewed at http://www.hoover.org/publications/ednext/4612287.html

Report: A New Day for Learning
In January 2007, the C.S. Mott Foundation released a 48-page report titled, A New Day for Learning, a Report of the Time, Learning, and After-school Task Force.

The conclusions of the report:

· The nation's steady progress as an economy and a society will end "unless we profoundly change our thinking and policies about when, where and how children learn and develop"
· The structure of the day for American children and youth is obsolete

· America disregards the many ways children learn outside the current school day

· To change outcomes for students, we must redesign the whole day so that it is a seamless learning experience

· A new learning system has all of the following elements:

· Redefinition of student success

· Use of knowledge of how students learn best throughout the day

· Integration of various approaches to acquire and reinforce knowledge

· Intentional collaboration across national, state and local sectors

· New leadership and professional development opportunities
The report is available at

http://www.edutopia.org/pdfs/ANewDayforLearning.pdf.  

-Thanks to Mary Sutton, Michigan After-School Partnership, for alerting us to the report.

Chambers of Commerce Support Early Childhood Education 

The Ypsilanti Area Chamber of Commerce (YACC) and the Michigan Chamber of Commerce (MCCE) are engaged in a business imperative to create awareness about the importance of early childhood and care. These organizations are asking business leaders to engage others in their community on the topic of getting every newborn child off to a successful and productive life.

To assist business leaders in this effort, YACC and MCCE have produced a 69-page “tool kit” titled; Early Childhood Development is Workforce Development – A Tool Kit for Engaging the Public.
The tool kit was produced for local business leaders to understand and speak about the importance of early childhood education and care. The purpose of the tool kit is to encourage local Chambers of Commerce throughout Michigan in this effort and guide their participation.

Information in the tool kit includes:

· Linking Workforce and Early Childhood Development

· Engaging Your Community

· Interesting Issues and Additional Resources

· Early childhood development from a business perspective and why it is important to the nation, Michigan and our local community

· Recruiting other leaders, inside and outside the business community
Information about the project and the tool kit, are available at: http://www.workforceandchilddevelopment.org/index.html
For more information about the project, contact Keith Myers, Michigan Association for the Education of Young Children at 1-800-336-6424 or kmyers@miaeyc.org

Training: Right Decisions / Right Now 

The Michigan School Age Care Alliance is sponsoring three "Right Decisions/Right Now" workshops. The three-hour workshops (9am – noon) are designed for parents and staff who work with youth in out-of-school time programs. The workshops will take place: 

· February 16, 2007 at the Kent Intermediate School District

· February 17, 2007 at Clare-Gladwin RESD 

· February 23, 2007 at Macomb County Intermediate School District 

This training will teach how to help youth make positive choices, recognize consequences, resolve conflict, and accept responsibility. You will be able to take home tools and ideas that can be implemented immediately..  

Registration: $35.00 for MiSACA members and $40.00 for non-members.  3 SB-CEU's will be available.  Registration is available at www.misaca.org 

For more information, contact Amanda Stoel at stoela@michigan.gov  or (517) 241-4290. 
Michigan Legislation of Interest

House Bill 4091 (Require school bullying policies ):
Introduced by Rep. Aldo Vagnozzi on January 23, 2007, to require schools to adopt a policy prohibiting harassment, intimidation, or bullying; and to require the Department of Education to develop a model policy. The bill also requires schools to train staff in the policy they adopt. 

Details and Comments: http://www.michiganvotes.com/Legislation.aspx?ID=49878
House Bill 4104 (Mandate HPV vaccine for sixth grade girls ):
Introduced by Rep. Mark Meadows on January 23, 2007, to require the parents or guardian of every female child entering sixth grade in a public or nonpublic school to either have the child vaccinated with the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine, or sign a statement to the effect that he or she had received information schools would be required to distribute on the connection between HPV and cervical cancer, and had elected for the child not to receive the vaccine. 

Details and Comments: http://www.michiganvotes.com/Legislation.aspx?ID=49891
House Bill 4021 (Require timely school aid budgets ):

Introduced by Rep. Dave Hildenbrand on January 22, 2007, to require the legislature to adopt a school aid budget by July 1 each year for the fiscal year starting the following October 1 (three months later). . 

Details and Comments: http://www.michiganvotes.com/Legislation.aspx?ID=49723
Senate Bill 51 (Authorize breast cancer awareness specialty license plate):

Introduced by Sen. Gretchen Whitmer on January 24, 2007, authorize a specialty license plate for breast cancer awareness, and give the net revenue from its sale to the breast and cervical cancer control program administered by the Department of Community Health. 

Details and Comments: http://www.michiganvotes.com/Legislation.aspx?ID=50072
Senate Bill 54 (Expand school “sinking fund” uses):
Introduced by Sen. Gretchen Whitmer on January 24, 2007, to allow school districts to use “sinking fund” taxes for a wider variety of purposes. 
Under current law, sinking funds are permanent funds that may be used only for the purchase of land, or construction and (major) repair of school buildings. Regular school bonds may be used to fund a much wider array of activities. Schools are allowed to levy up to five mills for sinking funds. The expanded uses proposed by the bill potentially include items considered operating expenses. 
Since new operating expense millages were prohibited by a vote of the people in the 1994 Proposal A initiative, it is likely that the bill would require a 3/4 majority vote in the House and Senate. This supermajority is required by the Constitution on any bill amending an initiative adopted by popular vote. 

Details and Comments: http://www.michiganvotes.com/Legislation.aspx?ID=50075
Senate Bills 454 and 455 (Increased Penalties for Embezzling from Nonprofits)
Introduced by Sen. Valde Garcia,R-Howell) has passed the legislature and heads to the Governor's desk. 
Of interest to nonprofits is the amendment to the Michigan Penal Code (MCL 174) contained within the bills, which would increase penalties for individuals who embezzle from nonprofits.

For the complete list of these penalties, click here (http://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2005-2006/billanalysis/House/pdf/2005-HLA-6553-3.pdf).

-Thanks to MichiganVotes.com for providing this information
Quotes for the Day
The hope of a secure and livable world lies with disciplined nonconformists who are dedicated to justice, peace, and brotherhood. -  Martin Luther King Jr.
· http://f3.yahoofs.com/ymg/null/null-229720959-1166036308.jpg?ymVFet8CCneWPR8x
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