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To keep all stakeholders and partners updated on the activities and issues of importance to the School-Community Health Alliance of Michigan (SCHA-MI), nonprofit organizations, and the state and federal legislatures, we regularly send information to SCHA-MI members and partners. We invite questions and comments. 
Michigan’s Continuing Fiscal Crisis: What Can Be Done?

In March 2006 the Citizens Research Council issued an 11-page study titled, Michigan’s Budget Crisis and Prospects for the Future. The study concludes that if Michigan’s current fiscal difficulties continue, or grow worse through a national recession, the state would be ill-prepared to handle growing spending needs in light of constrained revenues.

On March 15, 2006, Tom Clay, CRC Director of State Affairs, presented the study at the University of Michigan at the conference "Where Do We Go From Here?". The study indicated that pressures on the general fund - where spending is concentrated in community health, human services, higher education and corrections - will drive a widening gap between available revenues beginning in the 2007-08 fiscal year. By 2014 those spending pressures could mean expenditures of nearly $14 billion based on current services, but general fund revenues will reach less than $11 billion at that time based on current trends. 

The conclusions of the study:

· The economy and state revenues will not grow enough to keep up with the growth in costs associated with maintaining current policies and programs.

· Changes in eligibility for program services, length of stay in prisons, investments in public education, and support for local government are options that may need to be pursued.

· Changes to make revenues more responsive to the growth in the economy may need to be pursued.

· The most significant spending problem – health care – will only be solved by national intervention.

The Citizens Research Council of Michigan is a private, not-for-profit public affairs research organization established in 1916 to provide nonpartisan analysis of state and local government organization and finance in Michigan.

The Citizens Research Council study is available at: http://www.crcmich.org/

Other information about Michigan’s fiscal problems and solutions are available at the Michigan League for Human Services website at: http://www.milhs.org/.


School Wellness Policy and Practice: Meeting the Needs of Low-Income Students
The Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act of 2004 requires every school district participating in the National School Lunch and/or School Breakfast Programs to establish a local wellness policy by the start of the 2006-2007 school year.
In February 2006, the Food Research and Action Center, located in Washington, D.C. released a 69-page guide that addresses the special concerns of low-income students in local school wellness policies. The guide is titled, School Wellness Policy and Practice: Meeting the Needs of Low-Income Students. The guide is available at http://www.frac.org/html/news/wellness_guide2006.html

The guide provides sample policies, model programs and key research, with a special emphasis on the nutrition concerns of low-income children and communities.  

The guide is intended to supplement other tools available for designing school wellness policies by providing strategies that address the unique needs of low-income students, families and communities.  

The guide addresses the following key issues:

· Increasing Access to School Meals 

· Establishing Nutritional Guidelines for All School Foods 

· Addressing Cost Concerns about Changing Competitive Food Policies 

· Increasing Physical Activity and Recreational Opportunities 
Other information and resources provided by FRAC include increasing access to school meals, after-school snacks and suppers, and summer nutrition programs. 

School Breakfast: http://www.frac.org/html/federal_food_programs/programs/sbp.html
Afterschool programs: http://www.frac.org/Out_Of_School_Time/index.html
Summer programs: http://www.frac.org/Out_Of_School_Time/Summer/index.html

Partnership for Prescription Assistance 

PPA-Rx continues to be an important resource for Michigan citizens needing help with the cost of their prescription drugs.  In fact, the most recent summary shows that just shy of 60,000 consumers in Michigan alone have been matched to an assistance program!  That's 84% of those who contact PPA-Rx seeking assistance.  Nationwide, 1.7 million patients have received assistance.

A mobile unit – called the Help Is Here" Express bus – will be returning to Michigan to assist communities with information about the program. As before, the bus will come equipped with telephones, computers, and trained counselors to assist consumers with information and with applying for assistance "on the spot".
The “Help is Here” bus will be in Michigan in April 2006. Details are being finalized about exact times and locations. 

· April 25 – Detroit

· April 26 – Flint

· April 27 – Lansing
· April 28 - Grand Rapids

For more information contact Betsy Weihl, Wiener Associates at 517-374-2703 or 

BetsyWeihl@wienerassociates.com.
Link Between Domestic Violence and Child Abuse – Michigan Response

With several studies showing a correlation between domestic violence and child abuse, Michigan is making efforts to provide authorities with the ability to respond to both issues.

Attorney General Mike Cox is calling for legislation that would require police agencies to notify Child Protective Services when evidence of domestic violence is found. Child protective Services would be required to investigate to be sure children were not involved in the abuse.

In nine northern Michigan communities, the Michigan Department of Human Services (DHS) is working with the Attorney General’s Office in nine northern Michigan counties on child abuse/domestic violence pilot projects.  DHS is also part of four national pilot projects funded by the U.S. Department of Justice.

DHS policies have recently been changed to initiate a preliminary investigation on any Child protective Services complaint where domestic violence is alleged in the home, even where the children are not alleged to have been the victims.
Michigan Nonprofit SuperConference – May 2 & 3
The Michigan Nonprofit SuperConference “New Directions in Nonprofit Excellence” is scheduled for May 2-3, 2006 at the Sheraton Detroit Novi. 

This year’s theme addresses the challenges faced by Michigan nonprofit leaders and the opportunity that these challenges provide to identify new and better ways to meet our missions. 

Keynote speakers include: 

· Paul Rusesabagina, the real-life hero portrayed in the movie Hotel Rwanda 

· Sterling Speirn, President and CEO of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation 

· Dan Moore, Vice President of Public Affairs for GuideStar. 

Workshops will focus on nonprofit management, nonprofit governance, fund development, national service program management, volunteer program management, advocacy/public policy, research and communications. The following is a list of the public policy sessions:

· Follow the Dollars: An Insider’s Guide to the State Budget – presented by Tom Clay, Citizens Research Council 

· What’s Hot at the Capitol – presented by Rob Collier, Council of Michigan Foundations

· Sandra Cotter, Dykema Gossett. Erin Skene, Michigan Nonprofit Association and Evelyn Zois, Dykema Gossett. 

· The State of the Michigan Nonprofit Sector – presented by Chris Nelson, Michigan Association of United Ways, Jeff Williams, Public Sector Consultants and Mark Wilson, Michigan State University. 

· Framing: Develop and Deliver Effective Advocacy Messages – presented by Joanne Eason, Stony Point Communications, Inc. 
For more information and to register for the conference visit the conference website at: 

http://www.mnaonline.org/conf2006/welcome.asp

Federal Child Care Bureau Reorganization Proposed 

- This article came from the National Association for the Education of Young Children’ newsletter, dated March 20, 2006:  


On February 22, 2006, Secretary Leavitt of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services sent to Congress a letter outlining his proposal to reorganize the Administration on Children & Families. The chart of offices does not include the Child Care Bureau and its Associate Commissioner. 

Instead, the Child Care Bureau would be consolidated into the Office of Family Assistance, which handles the TANF (welfare) program. The Head Start Bureau would be moved directly under the Assistant Secretary in the reorganization plan. 

Nearly 300 organizations wrote to Secretary Leavitt urging him to maintain a distinct Child Care Bureau and to keep its focus on low-income working families as well as TANF families, and to ensure that the quality initiatives under the Child Care Bureau would not be diminished. 

Last week, a bipartisan letter from Senators Enzi, Kennedy, Alexander and Dodd and Representatives McKeon, G.Miller, Castle, Woolsey, Keller, Kildee and Regula was sent to Secretary Leavitt expressing concerns about the reorganization. 

The letter states: “However, before you proceed with this part of the Department’s reorganization plan, we respectfully encourage you to consider its consequences – intended and unintended – on the future direction of activities to improve access to child care and the quality of early care and education programs available to families. Of greatest importance, we ask you to assure us that any reorganization not narrow the population of children and families who benefit from CCDBG or lose the Child Care Bureau’s focus on promoting quality early education and child care.” 
Citizen's Health Care Working Group – National Dialogue on Health Care
The Citizen's Health Care Working Group (CHCWG) is an entity created by Congress which is charged with conducting a nationwide public debate, via public hearings and community meetings, about possible improvements to our health care system. The Working Group is holding community meetings throughout the country, and we'd like to urge you to attend a meeting close to you. To attend a meeting near you, visit the Working Group's Web site:

http://ga3.org/ct/ApS1Iw517z5H/
If you are unable to attend a meeting, you can still send the Working Group your comments: Simply go to this link, http://ga3.org/ct/M1S1Iw517z5G/ and post your comments. All comments are due by APRIL 30, 2006.
This is an opportunity for everyone to present their views on what needs to be done about the health care system. 
Children’s Trust Fund - Ultimate Fantasy Auction" - May 2, 2006 
The Children’s Trust Fund is hosting its 4th Annual social event to support the Children’s Trust Fund.

The event titled, “Cherish the Children - the Ultimate Fantasy Auction will be held on May 2nd, beginning at 5:00pm, at the Breslin Center - main arena, on the campus of Michigan State University.  

Approximately 700 people attended last year's event which raised more than $330,000 to support these community-based, child abuse prevention programs.  Not only does the event raise awareness and money to help keep kids safe - it will also be great fun!  Guests will have an opportunity to bid on some incredible and unique items in both live and silent auctions, including the following:

· A seven-day gourmet tour experiencing the "Tastes of Tuscany"

· Boxing gloves, robe, and boxing trunks worn and signed by Muhammad Ali

· A visit with the Iron Chef live in New York City

· Experience being a "Top Gun" fighter pilot for a day

· And much, much more! 
This year's sponsors include: Northwest Airlines, Great Lakes Capital Fund, Wal-Mart, DTE, EDS, General Motors, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan/Accident Fund Insurance Company of America, and Telecommunications Association of Michigan. The event is co-chaired by state Senators Beverly Hammerstrom and Martha Scott, state Representatives. Dianne Byrum and Chris Ward, and Children's Trust Fund Board Chairperson Nancy J. Moody.  

The Children's Trust Fund (CTF), created by legislative statute, is the only statewide, non-profit organization created in state law solely dedicated to the prevention of child abuse and neglect in Michigan.  Since 1982, the CTF has raised more than $80 million and provided support to more than eight million children and families throughout our state.  The CTF currently funds more than 35 community-based direct-service programs and 71 local Child Abuse and Neglect Councils.

Tickets are $100, of which $85 is tax deductible and can be purchased in advance (now through April 26) at www.michigan.gov/michiganestore , or call 1-800-CHILDREN.

If you would like to make an auction item donation or to get any additional information regarding the event, please visit www.michigan.gov/ctf .  If you are interested in volunteering for the event, please email Sylvia Brown Jones at mailto:brown-joness@michigan.gov .
Michigan Steps Up Campaign – Second Newsletter Available

The Michigan Steps Up Campaign is an initiative to create a social movement among citizens, policy makers, communities, and other sectors to promote healthy lifestyles for all residents of Michigan. 
The initiative, led by the Michigan Surgeon General, Dr. Kimberlydawn Wisdom, focuses on three issues:

1) Become more physically active

2) Eat healthier

3) Don’t smoke
Businesses, schools, communities, faith-based organizations, and health care organizations are encouraged to make lasting changes that improve the quality of life in Michigan.
The second issue of Steps Up-to-Date, a Michigan Steps Up electronic newsletter is now available at:  

http://www.michigan.gov/surgeongeneral/0,1607,7-216-33084_33093_38981---Y_2006,00.html
The newsletter includes information about activities taking place around the state to promote healthy lifestyles and identifies stakeholders and partners who are making it happen.   

Michigan After-School Collaborative Conference –  May 11th
The 2006 Michigan After-School Collaborative Conference will be held on May 11, 2006 from 8:45am – 4:00pm at the Kellogg Center on the campus of Michigan State University. This year’s theme is “Enriching Youth by Empowering Professionals”. There will also be a pre-conference on May 10th from 7:00pm – 9:00pm.
The conference is for the out-of-school time community, including providers, teachers, administrators, parents, community and faith-based organizations, and anyone else who provides services to school-age children.
Registration: 
Pre-conference: $12.00 / Conference: $87.00 Payable to MACC-MACAE


The registration deadline is April 26, 2006. There is no onsite registration


The conference brochure and registration information are available at: www.misaca.org
For more information, contact Amanda Stoel, Michigan Department of Education at 517-241-4290 or stoela@michigan.gov.

Quote for the Day
If your success is not on your own terms, if it looks good to the world but does not feel good in your heart, it is not success at all. - Anna Quindlen
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