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To keep all stakeholders and partners updated on the activities and issues of importance to the School-Community Health Alliance of Michigan (SCHA-MI), nonprofit organizations, and the state and federal legislatures, we regularly send information to SCHA-MI members and partners. We invite questions and comments. 

Governor Granholm Announces New Children’s Ombudsman
On January 18, 2006 announced the appointment of Verlie Ruffin as Michigan’s new Children’s Ombudsman. The position is charged with investigating complaints that the Department of Human Services is not taking sufficient action, or is taking too much action, in pursuing child protective services cases.

Ms. Ruffin, from Detroit, Michigan, is the former associate director of the Michigan Federation for Children and Families. Previous job experiences include Child & Family Services Division of Lutheran Social Services of Michigan, Adult Well Being Services, the Advisory Committee on Overrepresentation of Children of Color in Child Welfare and the State Advisory Committee on Foster Care and Permanency Planning.

The appointment is subject to Senate consent.

New Publication on Out-of-School Time Programs' Use of Technology

The next publication in our "Out-of-School Time Evaluation Snapshots" series is now available on the Harvard Family Research Project (HFRP).

This "Snapshot," "Harnessing Technology in Out-of-School Time Settings," provides an overview of out-of-school time (OST) programs that use technology. It examines the diverse ways in which these programs utilize technology, how they are being evaluated, the outcomes associated with participation in these programs, and common implementation challenges and successes.

You can read it online or download or print it as a PDF at:

http://www.gse.harvard.edu/hfrp/projects/afterschool/resources/snapshot7.html
If you would like to request a hard copy of this publication, just reply to this email with the address you would like it sent to. If you would like multiple copies to distribute, just let us know how many and how you plan to use them.

For more information, contact Stacey Miller Publications Manager, 

HFRP at 617-495-9108 or hfrp@gse.harvard.edu. 

The HFRP website address is: http://www.hfrp.org
Pandemic Flu Information from CDC: New Planning Checklists

In the event of pandemic influenza, everyday life could be disrupted as people in communities everywhere are likely to fall ill at the same time. Resulting disruptions could include everything from school and business closings to interruption of basic services such as public transportation. 

Businesses, schools, colleges and universities, faith-based and community groups, individuals and healthcare organizations can and should prepare now. 

To assist planning efforts, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) have developed a series of checklists that identify important, specific activities that individuals and organizations can do to prepare now.

Checklists for the following organizations are either completed or in development:

*
Family and Individuals 

*
Healthcare (physician's offices) 

*
Businesses 

*
State and Local Health Departments 

*
Schools (K-12) 

*
Faith-based and Community Organizations 

*
Colleges and Universities 

*
Travel Industry 

*
Preschools 

*
Pre-hospital/EMS/ ambulance systems 

*
Home healthcare 

On January 6, 2006, The Department of Health and Human Services released an individual and family planning guide. The "Pandemic Influenza Planning: A Guide for Individuals and Families," is a new tool to help Americans understand the threat of pandemic influenza and specific actions they can take to protect themselves and their families. 

The handbook includes a "Pandemic Flu Planning Checklist for Individuals and Families" and a "Family Emergency Health Information Sheet" to help people gather information and resources they may need. The checklist breaks activities into three categories: "To plan for a pandemic;" "To limit the spread of germs and prevent infection;" and "Items to have on hand for an extended stay at home." 

The checklist is available at http://medicalnewstoday.com/medicalnews.php?newsid=35876



Examples of specific preparations include:

· Have any nonprescription drugs and other health supplies on hand, including pain relievers, stomach remedies, cough and cold medicines, fluids with electrolytes and vitamins; and 

· Store a supply of water and food. During a pandemic, if you cannot get to a store, or if stores are out of supplies, it will be important for you to have extra supplies on hand. This can be useful in other types of emergencies, such as power outages and disasters.

· Ask your doctor and insurance company if you can get an extra supply of your regular prescription drugs.

· Talk with family members and loved ones about how they would be cared for if they got sick, or what will be needed to care for them in your home.

· Volunteer with local groups to prepare and assist with emergency response.

· Get involved in your community as it works to prepare for an influenza pandemic.

To limit the spread of germs and prevent infection: 

· Teach your children to wash hands frequently with soap and water, and model the correct behavior.

· Teach your children to cover coughs and sneezes with tissues, and be sure to model that behavior.

· Teach your children to stay away from others as much as possible if they are sick.

· Stay home from work and school if sick.

For more information on pandemic flu and avian influenza, go the official U.S. government web- site at www.pandemicflu.gov. 
-Thanks to Carolee Besteman, Michigan Primary Care Association, for alerting us to this information

FEC: No Exceptions for Charities to Electioneering Communications Rule 

An article in the January 10, 2006 issue of OMB Watch (Vol. 1 No. 7) discusses the Federal Elections Commission (FEC) decision to drop exemptions to the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act (BCRA) rules that restrict electioneering communications.  
The new rule eliminates exemptions for television, radio and cable advertisements that mention a federal candidate 30 days before a primary or 60 days before a general election paid for by charities and religious organizations, as well as "public service announcements," (PSAs) which are aired for free. The new restrictions will apply to all advertising aired during the blackout period of the 2006 U.S. congressional election cycle. 
The Supreme Court heard oral arguments in a case challenging the constitutionality of the electioneering communications rule on January 17, 2006 (Wisconsin Right to Life vs. FEC). 

The FEC removed the language "for a fee" from the definition of restricted publicly distributed communications, which brings PSAs under the electioneering communication rule. Many nonprofits submitted comments noting that they run PSAs mentioning federal candidates and that these PSAs could be run mistakenly during the blackout period. The Commission addressed the concern, suggesting nonprofits provide broadcasters with expiration dates for PSAs or notices not to air such PSAs during blackout dates. The Commission made clear that it would not hold a charity responsible if an ad was run mistakenly. 
The article is available on the OMB Watch website at: http://www.ombwatch.org/article/articleview/3232/1/411

Michigan Department of Community Health – Weblink Information
The Michigan Department of Community Health’s (MDCH) has quick-links to a variety of topics that are useful to the public. A partial list of topics includes:

· Influenza in Michigan

· Michigan Medicaid Long Term Care Task Force

· Shortcuts to MDCH Web Topics

· MDCH Brochures Available for Download

· Elder Prescription Insurance Coverage 

· Community Collaboratives

The information is available at www.michigan.gov/mdch
Congressional Reform Legislation and What It Means for Nonprofit Lobbying 

The most recent issue of the OMB Watch – January 24, 2006 Vol. 7 No. 2 – has useful information about nonprofit lobbying and how the legislation could affect nonprofit lobbying.
OMB analysis: 
For the nonprofit sector, it is important to understand that none of the bills would restrict direct or grassroots lobbying by any organization. Instead the focus is on greater disclosure, recognizing that lobbying is a First Amendment right to be protected. Moreover, under the Lobbying Disclosure Act, which all the bills would amend, nonprofits that elect to follow the expenditure test can continue using the definitions from the tax code, with which they are already familiar. 
For the nonprofit sector and those that cannot "pay to play" in the policymaking process, every change Congress makes to reduce the influence of money will help. Such efforts ensure an open and level playing field in accessing elected leaders, giving nonprofits a more equal footing as those representing moneyed interests. 
The full article is available on the OMB website at: http://www.ombwatch.org/article/articleview/3257/1/412
School Safety and Security – Toolkit Available
The National Crime Prevention Council has a toolkit that acts as a step-by-step guide for forming an action team, assessing school safety and security, holding a forum with stakeholders to brainstorm solutions, developing and promoting an action plan, and evaluating results.

The toolkit, titled, School Safety and Security Toolkit: A Guide for Parents, Schools, and Communities, is available at: http://www.ncpc.org/WhatWeOffer/programs/bssc/sss_toolkit.htm.  
The Implications of a Loss in Public Health Coverage
The Health Affairs study, Medicaid/SCHIP Cuts And Hospital Emergency Department Use, commissioned by the Foundation’s Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured (KCMU) with additional support from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, finds that Medicaid and SCHIP eligibility cuts would increase emergency department visits by the uninsured, suggesting that cost containment actions on public coverage programs would shift costs to hospital uncompensated care.

An interview of study author Peter Cunningham conducted by Jackie Judd of the Foundation is also available.

The study is available at http://www.kff.org/medicaid/kcmu011006pkg.cfm
National Conference Call for State and Local Advocates on Federal Budget. 

Connect for Kids and the Coalition on Human Needs are hosting a conference call for state and local advocates on the federal budget. The conference call will take place on Thursday, February 2, 2006 beginning at 2:00pm (Eastern Time). 
Dial-In Number: 888-373-5705
Passcode: 104437
Ellen Nissenbaum from the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities will provide an update on the FY 2006 budget cuts bill (a House vote is scheduled for Feb. 1) and upcoming tax cut votes, a preview of important issues expected in the President's Budget to be released February 6, and next steps for the FY2007 budget.

Deb Weinstein of the Coalition on Human Needs will give information about how to get the data and resources to help you comment to the press and to Congress about the impact on your state of these federal budget decisions.

If you work at an organization that is willing to engage in field and press activities to protect human needs programs from cuts in the federal budget (or already is engaged), you are welcome to join the call. 

RSVP to rsvp@chn.org so that materials related to the call can be sent to you and the appropriate number of lines are made available. 

- Jan Richter, Advocacy Director, Connect for Kids
Volunteering in the United States - 2005 
About 65.4 million people volunteered through or for an organization at least once between September 2004 and September 2005, the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor reported today.  The proportion of the population who volunteered was 28.8 percent, the same as in each of the prior 2 years.

These data on volunteering were collected through a supplement to the September 2005 Current Population Survey (CPS).  Volunteers are defined as persons who did unpaid work (except for expenses) through or for an organization.  The CPS is a monthly survey of about 60,000 households that obtains information on employment and unemployment among the nation's civilian non-institutional population age 16 and over.   
The data, gathered from the Current Population Survey, showed:

· One-fourth of men and about one-third of women did volunteer work 

· Persons age 35 to 44 were the most likely to volunteer (35%)

· Teenagers had a relatively high volunteer rate (30.4%)

· Whites volunteered at a higher rate (30.4 percent) than did

      blacks (22.1 percent) and Asians (20.7 percent).  Among Hispanics

      or Latinos, 15.4 percent volunteered.

· Volunteers spent a median of 50 hours on volunteer activities

· Fundraising was the most commonly reported activity (29.7 percent), followed by collecting, preparing, distributing, or serving food (26.3 percent), engaging in general labor or supplying transportation to people (22.5 percent),

· and tutoring or teaching (21.3 percent).

The report is available at: http://www.bls.gov/news.release/volun.nr0.htm

Tackling the Fears of Depression: Suicide Prevention Initiative

A Presentation by Eric Hipple will take place on February 22, 2006 from 6:30pm – 8:00pm on the campus of Lansing Community College, 5708 Cornerstone Drive, Lansing, MI - conference room M-119, 

Mr. Hipple is a former Detroit Lion football player whose son committed suicide at age 15. Mr. Hipple will be discussing depression and suicide prevention in adolescents.  In addition he will speak on early detection, importance of treatment, how to help suidcidal individuals, and the fears of stigma children and adolescents may have. A discussion/question and answer session will follow his presentation

Who should come: students, parents, teachers, professionals, faith community, and all others interested in learning about depression/suicide in adolescents.

Sponsors:  

· Mental Health Partnership Council

· Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, Eaton, and Ingham

· Sparrow Health Systems

· Clinical Pharmacy Services of Mid Michigan

To Register: contact Rebecca Stowell at 517-346-9511 or stowell@ceicmh.org.

Quote for the Day

Of  all the forms of inequality, injustice in health care is the most shocking and inhumane.
- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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