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To keep all stakeholders and partners updated on the activities and issues of importance to the School-Community Health Alliance of Michigan (SCHA-MI), nonprofit organizations, and the state and federal legislatures, we regularly send information to SCHA-MI members and partners. We invite questions and comments. 
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Kids Count in Michigan Databook 2006
Kids Count in Michigan, is a collaborative project of the Michigan League for

Human Services and Michigan’s Children. Each year, information about child well-being is regularly collected and published.

It is hoped that the information that is included in the Kids Count in Michigan Databook will be used a basis for public policy development and community action. 

The project is part of a broad national effort to improve conditions for children and their families. Funding for the project is provided by the Annie E. Casey Foundation, the Detroit-based Skillman Foundation, the Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan Foundation, and local United Ways. 

The annual data book is available from the Michigan League for Human Services and on the web at www.milhs.org.


The Kids Count in Michigan Data Book 2006 profiles for all 83 counties and the City of

Detroit includes rankings and trends plus a focus on economic security. This year’s report focuses on economic security, highlighting the low benefit and income eligibility levels for many family supports, such as the child care subsidy and the cash assistance grant.

According to the latest Kids Count in Michigan report -
· Almost two of every five children in Michigan lived in families with income below or only marginally above the federal poverty level in 2005. 

· The percentage of the state’s children participating in the Food Assistance Program almost doubled between 2000 and 2005, rising from 10 percent to 19 percent of children. (Families qualify for the Food Assistance Program with income below 130% of the federal poverty level or roughly $20,500 for a single mother with two children.) 

· One of three children in the state depended on Medicaid for access to health care in 2005—qualifying with income below 150 percent of the federal poverty level. 

· Children under the age of five, had the highest participation rates in the Food Assistance Program, (also known as Food Stamps) with one of every four eligible for benefits. 

· Most (60) Michigan counties saw participation in Food Assistance double between 2000 and 2005 and some of the state’s most prosperous counties such as Livingston, Ottawa, and Allegan saw rates triple.

· One of the biggest changes in child well-being over the trend period of 1997

to 2005 was the jump in the rate of confirmed child victims of maltreatment that was

roughly 40 percent higher in 2005

· The rate of children going into foster care was up by 16 percent

The report – with the press release, narrative, data notes, and executive summary - is available at http://www.milhs.org/information/default.asp?NavPageID=50097
For more information, contact Jane Zehnder-Merrell, Senior Research Associate
 Michigan League for Human Services at 517-487-5436 or janez@michleagueforhumansvs.org or contact Michele Corey, Community Advocacy Director, Michigan’s Children at 517-485-3500 or corey.michele@michiganschildren.org
Report: Asthma Deaths in Michigan

A Joint Report of the Michigan State University, Department of Medicine (Kenneth D. Rosenman, MD, Professor of Medicine, Elizabeth Hanna, RN) and the Michigan Department of Community Health, Bureau of Epidemiology (Sarah Lyon-Callo, MS, Epidemiologist and Elizabeth A. Wasilevich, MPH, Epidemiologist) 

The 33-page report, dated May 16, 2006 is the third annual report of Asthma Deaths in Michigan among 2-34 year olds.

Summary:

· Mortality from asthma in the United States has doubled since the 1970’s

· In Michigan, 32 deaths occurred in 2002; 27 deaths in 2003; 30 deaths in 2004

· The deaths are particularly tragic because they are preventable.

· The majority of deaths were among males (59%) and African-Americans (65%)

· The primary causal factor was the lack of compliance by patients with good asthma management techniques

Among the recommendations:

· Case Management for high-risk patients

· Case management for children with asthma where lack of adequate
parental supervision is a problem
· Need for health insurance for people with asthma (more of a problem in adults
than children).
· Policy actions at the state and local level from the panel’s recommendations
The report is available at: http://oem.msu.edu/AsthmaMort/04AsthmaMortRpt_all.pdf


-Thanks to Dottie Rodriquez, Waterford School-Based Health Center, for alerting us to the report.
FRAC Releases School Breakfast Scorecard 2006

Participation in the national School Breakfast Program continues its steady increase, according to the Food Research and Action Center’s School Breakfast Scorecard 2006. The program had a record 7.7 million low-income children receiving free and reduced-price breakfast on an average day during the 2005-2006 school year. There are now 44.6 low-income children receiving breakfast for every 100 eating lunch.

If states were able to increase participation in the program so that there were 60 low-income children eating breakfast for every 100 eating lunch, 2.7 million more low-income children would be eating school breakfast around the nation. And, states would collect an additional $558 million in federal child nutrition funding.

The full report and press release can be found online at http://www.frac.org/Press_Release/12.07.06.html.

Please contact Madeleine Levin (mlevin@frac.org) or Rachel Cooper (rcooper@frac.org) if you have any questions regarding the report.

Create an Emergency Kit for Your Car

If an emergency occurs while driving, it could be very important to have an emergency kit for your car. These are some of the items that should be carried in the trunk of a car: 

· Emergency Food Rations - These are cookie-like bricks that provide thousands of calories in each small pack. 

· Water Purification Tablets - It isn't feasible to tote enough water to keep a family of four hydrated for a long period of time 

· First Aid Kit - Make sure you get a good-quality one and check it periodically to make sure the medical supplies have not expired. 

· Waterproof Matches and an Outdoor Lighter - It's a good idea to keep multiple means of fire-making. This is critical for keeping warm and for making signal fires. The lighter is windproof and filled with butane. 

· Survival Knife and Small Hatchet - These are important for a variety of uses, from preparing food to cutting tree branches for fire. 

· Swiss Army Knife 

· Emergency Blanket 

· Plastic Rain Poncho 

· Flashlight 

· Pen and Paper - Whether leaving a note for rescuers, creating a trail, or getting a fire started, pen and paper are always good to have. Also good for entertaining small children. 

· Whistle - For signaling for help. 

· Compass 

· Wristwatch - If you are on foot, it is easier to measure distance by keeping time than by mileage. ("I'm walking one hour that way.") A windup watch is best. 

· Roll of Duct Tape - Better than rope. 

· Pair of Gloves - Tough leather ones

· Small Fishing Kit - Mainly includes some fishing line, some lures, and weights, but weighs just a few ounces. 

· Cell Phone Charger 

· Portable GPS - Along with the cell phone charger, the only high-tech item in the kit. 

· Book: How to Stay Alive in the Woods - A great resource on survival in extreme conditions. Read it before you pack it in the kit.

http://www.amazon.com/How-Stay-Alive-Woods-Self-Preservation/dp/1579122213/ref=pd_ecc_rvi_1/102-4146580-4784140


This may look like a lot of stuff, but you'd be surprised how compact it is. The duct tape is about the largest thing in the set, and with the exception of the GPS (and the backpack you choose to keep it all in) the entire kit can be built for less than $100. You can add the commonly recommended transistor radio if you'd like, but the hand-crank version I have is way too large for this kit and the car has a radio already.
-Thanks to Jennifer Mora, Michigan Primary Care Association, for alerting us to this article
Michigan’s Ongoing Structural Budget Deficit 
For the sixth year in a row, the state of Michigan faces a ‘Structural Budget Deficit’. A 

Structural Budget Deficit results when revenues fail to keep pace with “normal” expenditure growth.  Normal expenditure growth is measured by inflation each year for households.
Expenditures in many line items in the state of Michigan budget have risen faster than inflation. Health Care, Corrections, and Human Services all have risen – and continue to rise - faster than inflation.  
Between 2001 and 2006 state revenues fell $9 billion below the level necessary to maintain state programs.  Much of the $9 billion cumulative revenue shortfall resulted from the phase-in of personal income and Single Business Tax rate reductions adopted in 1999, and the phase-out of the federal estate tax.

Had total state revenues held steady at the 9.49 percent of personal income permitted by the Headlee constitutional revenue limit, an additional $5 billion would have been available in FY2006 to support public services.
Michigan no longer has the savings to meet budget shortfalls; in the coming decade the state must raise taxes or cut programs and services, or both.

Because Michigan has an ongoing structural deficit, the repeal of the Single Business Tax could worsen significantly worsen the deficit.

Michigan faces an average annual deficit of at least $400 million over the next decade, assuming no recession and revenue losses related to the Single Business Tax repeal are fully replaced.

Michigan’s Single Business Tax represents approximately 23 percent of the state’s remaining $8.4 billion General Fund revenue.

Since 2001, to offset the $9 billion revenue shortfall, Michigan:

· Instituted approximately $3.5 billion in program and staff reductions
· Approved $1.2 billion in cigarette and other tax and fees increases.
· Exhausted virtually all state fiscal reserves and instituting one-time accounting adjustments that together totaled approximately $4.3 billion.

· Michigan’s antiquated tax code does not permit revenues to grow with the state’s economy.

Many excellent analyses and reports are available on the Michigan League for Human Services website: www.milhs.org

For more information about Michigan’s continuing fiscal crisis contact Sharon Parks, Michigan League for Human Services at 517-487-5436 or sparks@michleagueforhumansvs.org

Welfare Reform Legislation Moves Through the Legislature

The welfare reform measures of HB 6580 & 6587 (Representative Jerry Kooiman, R-Grand Rapids) and SB 1500-1501 (Senator Bill Hardiman, R-Kentwood) moved through the legislature during the week of December 11, 2006 and are expected to be signed by the Governor. 
Included in the reform measures is an extension of the sunset on current Work First requirements, extending to March 31, 2007; a non-retroactive, 48-month lifetime limit for welfare assistance, with the 48-month clock beginning for all Michigan welfare recipients between April 1 and September 30, 2007; an exemption to the lifetime limit for persons who are caring for infants under three months or caring for individuals who have physical or mental disabilities; a 12-month extension to the lifetime limit for those who face barriers to employments; and more. For a complete summary, visit http://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2005-2006/billanalysis/Senate/pdf/2005-SFA-6580-F.pdf  
and

http://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2005-2006/billanalysis/Senate/pdf/2005-SFA-1500-F.pdf 

Tax Eliminated on Charitable Donations for Items Sold at Charitable Auctions

SB 1039 passed the Michigan House of Representatives with unanimous support. The bill, sponsored by Senator McManus (R-Lake Leelanau), would allow nonprofits to better honor the intent of donors who bid above the fair market value of an item at a 501(c)(3) charitable auction. Currently, nonprofits that hold auctions are responsible for paying sales tax to the state based on the winning bid of an item sold at the auction.

However, there are many times when a donor bids far above the fair market value of an auction item with the intention of these additional funds being donations to the charities. SB 1039 will address this issue by allowing nonprofits to seek a credit or refund from the state for the additional sales tax paid. The bill previously unanimously passed the Senate now goes to the Governor for her signature. 

- Thanks to Erin Skene, Michigan Nonprofit Association, for alerting us to this legislation
Quote for the Day
All men are created equal – Thomas Jefferson 

(The five most important words in American history according to The Atlantic Monthly)
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