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To keep all stakeholders and partners updated on the activities and issues of importance to the School-Community Health Alliance of Michigan (SCHA-MI), nonprofit organizations, and the state and federal legislatures, we regularly send information to SCHA-MI members and partners. We invite questions and comments. 
Child and Adolescent Health Center Program
- The following information was provided by Carrie Tarry, Michigan Department of Community Health.
The Michigan Department of Community Health - Child and Adolescent Health Center Program services are aimed at achieving the best possible physical, intellectual, and emotional status of children and adolescents by providing services that are high quality, accessible, and acceptable to youth. Included in the Child and Adolescent Health Program are two models of service delivery -- clinical and non-clinical health centers. The clinical teen health center model provides on-site primary health care, psychosocial, health promotion and disease prevention education, and referral services. The non-clinical teen health center model focuses on case finding, screening, referral for primary care, and providing health education services to the teen population.
The program administers 45 clinical child and adolescent health centers and 12 non-clinical health delivery sites that are located in 24 counties across the state.  The clinical program is targeted to uninsured, underinsured, and Medicaid children age 5-10 and youth age 10 through 21 as well as infants and small children of eligible adolescents.

· At a minimum, clinical health center services include but are not limited to:

· Preventive services (such as Guidelines for Adolescent Preventative Services or Bright Futures);

· Health history and individual risk assessment;

· Physical examinations;

· Screening for selected health problems;

· Primary care for common and acute illnesses and psychosocial problems;

· HIV and STD education, and voluntary counseling and testing;

· Management of selected chronic diseases;

· Health education materials, information, and referrals for other health and psychosocial services;

· Oral health assessment and referral;

· Immunizations;

· Counseling;
· Health promotion and risk reduction services; and

· Case management, including follow-up.

· Non-clinical services include but are not limited to health education; screening/case finding services; referral for primary care/specialty care; and community awareness.

· Of the clinical health center users, 49.1% are Black; 33.3% are White; 16% are Other; 1.0% are Asian; and .6% are American Indian. Males comprised 43.2% of the users. 54.9% of the users were teens under 16 years of age.

Services: In 2004 clinical health centers served over 20,000 unduplicated users during 47,070 visits, and provided 64,424 health services and 3,190 referrals. In 2004 non-clinical teen health centers provided 2,089 health education presentations, reaching 47,051 participants.
The information is available on the MDCH website at:

http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2942_4911_4912-95368--,00.html

For more information, contact Carrie Tarry at: tarryc@michigan.gov or 517-335-8906.
Tips on Limiting Children’s Television Watching 

· Move your TV set to a less-prominent location. Television is far less tempting when it is not accessible. Hide the remote.

· Remove the TV set from your child’s bedroom, as it draws children away from family activities and distracts them from homework, thinking, reading and sleeping.

· Keep the TV off during dinner. Meals are a good time for conversation.

· Place clear time limits on television viewing. Explain your rules in positive, concrete terms. Replace “You can’t watch TV” with, “Lets turn off the TV so we can …”

· Avoid using TV as a babysitter.  Involve children in household activities. Make laundry folding into a game. Give children an opportunity to help out.

· Designate certain days of the week as TV-free days.

· Don’t use TV as a reward or punishment. This increases its power and can lead to conflict over its use.

· Listen to your favorite music or the radio as background noise.

· Cancel your cable subscription. Use the monthly savings to buy a game or a book.

· Don’t fret if children claim, “I’m bored!”. For children, boredom often leads to creativity.

· Don’t let the TV displace what is important: family conversations, exercise, play, reading, creating, thinking, and doing.

Election Activities for Nonprofit Organizations

The National Council on Nonprofit Associations (NCNA) has a 20-page Tool Kit on "Election Activities for 501(c)(3) Charities"  that provides important information on allowable and unallowable activities. There is also a synopsis of the differences between 501(c)(3),

501(c)(4), 501(c)(6) and 527' s.  The Tool Kit is available at the NCNA website:
http://www.ncna.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Page.viewPage&pageID=368
501(c)(3) Organizations can:

· Conduct candidate forums/meet the candidate nights with all the candidates
· Participate in candidate forums/meet the candidate nights.
· Prepare a few questions, send people to ask those questions "birddogging" .
· Send survey/questionnaires to each candidate with a list of important questions. Be careful how questions are phrased and include complete responses if answers are published. 
· Encourage voter registration, including a link to a voter registration site on your website and encourage registered voters to vote.
· Send information on issue(s) to all candidates so that they are informed about what the organization does.

· Support or oppose ballot initiatives. Such effort is considered lobbying.
· Prepare voter scorecards that show how each legislative member has voted on key issues. These guides help organizations and individuals recognize who should be thanked and who needs to be persuaded. Present key facts only and avoid using biased language.
· Give staff time off to vote.
· Encourage staff to work at polling places.

501c(3) Organizations Cannot:

· Show favoritism for one candidate or political party
· Target voter registration drives, get-out-the-vote campaigns, or other efforts at members of a particular party
· Provide support (financial or in-kind) to a political candidate
· Coordinate efforts with a candidate or political party.
New Legislation in Michigan to Help Children Succeed in School
On April 14, 2006, Governor Granholm signed legislation that will allow school districts to develop and implement Early Intervention Programs for students in grades K-3.  These programs will help identify educational and behavioral barriers students may face that would prevent them from succeeding in the classroom.

The three-bill package allows school districts to create Early Intervention Programs that monitor student performance, identify individual challenges, and provide additional support services including reading, writing, math, visual memory, motor skill development, and behavior or language development.  Under the legislation, school districts will be allowed to use funding from the Durant settlement, “at-risk” funding, or class size grants they receive.
Sponsors for the legislation are:

· Senate Bill 328 - Senator Bill Hardiman (R-Kentwood). 

· Senate Bill 329 – Senator Nancy Cassis (R – Novi)

· Senate Bill 330 – Senator Wayne Kuipers (R – Holland)
The governor expressed her hope that early intervention programs will ultimately reduce costs for school districts in Michigan. Helping children succeed in the early grades will reduce their need for special services in later grades and reduce the likelihood that they will dropout early, 

Don’t Write Me Off Campaign

A new social marketing campaign is encouraging Illinois residents to support youth in foster care and foster care agencies. The statewide campaign, “Don’t Write Me Off,” features television ads, a web site, a toll-free resource number and other materials. Its key message is that people can make a difference in the lives of foster children in a number of ways, such as volunteering at schools or programs that serve foster children, supporting the 80 community-based child welfare agencies throughout Illinois or becoming foster parents.
The website has useful information:

· What is Foster Care

· How Can I Get Involved

· Agencies in My Community

· Resources and Links

· News and Articles

· TV Commerical and Downloads.

The website is at: http://www.fosterkidsareourkids.org/


Fact Sheet on Massachusetts’ Law to Cover the Uninsured
Massachusetts' plan to cover their uninsured population became law on April 12, 2006.  The legislation combines an individual mandate on the purchase of health insurance, with government subsidies to ensure affordability. A new fact sheet by the Foundation’s Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured (KCMU) summarizes the plan and its implications. 

The fact sheet is available on the Kaiser Family Foundation website: 
http://www.kff.org/uninsured/7494.cfm


Guide to Finding Health Insurance Coverage
Families USA prepared a 7-page guidebook for those who are uninsured. The guidebook titled, Guide to Finding Health Insurance Coverage. Families USA prepared the guidebook for ‘Cover the Uninsured Week’ – May 1 -7, 2006. In Michigan, 1,156,000 people were without health insurance in March 2006.
The guidebook provides information for people who are uninsured for a variety of reasons. It provides contact information to government and nonprofit organizations that may be of assistance. It includes information about rights under Michigan and federal law.
The guidebook is available at: www.covertheuninsured.org/stateguides/




For more information about ‘Cover the Uninsured Week’ in Michigan, contact:
Detroit Area: Doug Halladay, Henry Ford Health Systems, 313-874-1677 or dhallid1@hfhs.org
Michigan: Ariane Holm, 202-572-2894 or ariane.holm@gmmb.com


Families USA, located in Washington, D.C. is a national nonprofit, non-partisan organization dedicated to the achievement of high-quality, affordable health care for all Americans.
Ballot Proposal to Impose Spending Restrictions – Informational Forums Scheduled
The Michigan Nonprofit Association and the Michigan League for Human Services have scheduled two informational forums on the impact of a proposal in Michigan to create spending formulas on state government. 

Michigan voters are currently being asked to sign an initiative petition called Stop OverSpending (SOS), which would put a rigid spending formula into the state constitution. If enough signatures are obtained, the Michigan proposal could be on the ballot in time for the November 2006 elections. This proposal is modeled on Colorado’s “TABOR” that was adopted in that state in 1992. 

Forum Dates:
Monday, May 8, 2006


Tuesday, May 9, 2006

10:00 am – Noon



10:00 am - Noon

Lansing Center



WSU Oakland Center

333 E. Michigan Avenue


33737 W. Twelve Mile Road

Lansing, MI 48933



Farmington, MI 48331

Speakers include Charley Shimanski, Colorado Nonprofit Association, regarding the crushing impact TABOR has had on Colorado's infrastructure, it's nonprofit community and the people of Colorado. Following the presentation we will hear from a panel of respondents regarding how SOS or TABOR will impact Michigan. 
Panel Respondents: Tom Clay, Citizens Research Council of Michigan; Sharon Parks, Michigan League for Human Services; Lynn Jondahl, Michigan Prospect.
There is no cost to attend either forum. However, registration is required by May 3rd. Registration is available online at www.mnaonline.org. 


An analysis of the impact of TABOR in Colorado, titled, “The Real Story Behind TABOR” is available on the Michigan League for Human Services’ website at: www.milhs.org


For registration information contact Arlyn King, Michigan Nonprofit Association, at (517) 492-2400 

For information about the SOS proposal in Michigan, contact Sharon Parks, Michigan League for Human Services at 517-487-5436 or sparks@michleagueforhumansvs.org.

Thought for the Day
-Thanks to Neal Colburn, Michigan Primary Care Association, for sharing this fable

Two Wolves:


One evening an old Cherokee told his grandson about a debate that goes on
inside people. 

He said, "My son, the battle is between two 'wolves' inside us all.

One is Evil. It is anger, envy, jealousy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance,
self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, and
ego.

The other is Good. It is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility,
kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity, truth, compassion and faith."

The grandson thought about it for a minute and then asked his grandfather:
"Which wolf wins?"

The old Cherokee simply replied, "The one you feed."
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