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To keep all stakeholders and partners updated on the activities and issues of importance to the School-Community Health Alliance of Michigan (SCHA-MI), nonprofit organizations, and the state and federal legislatures, we regularly send information to SCHA-MI members and partners. We invite questions and comments. 
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Relationship Between Health and Educational Outcomes for Children

Research continually reinforces the conclusions that School-Based Health Centers (SBHC) directly and indirectly affect the educational outcomes of all children. Research that compares schools with SBHC’s with equivalent schools that do not have SBHC’s concludes:

· Children attend school more regularly 

· Immunization rates increase

· Children with chronic diseases, such as asthma and diabetes, have learned to better manage their health challenges

· Early detection of communicable childhood diseases allows school administrators to moderate the spread of the diseases

· When accidents occur on school grounds, treatment can be administered quickly

· SBHC’s can assist schools in complying with federal mandates articulated in No Child Left Behind (NCLB) and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

· Mental and behavioral health issues are more quickly diagnosed and treated

· Issues that keep children from seeing a doctor, such as transportation and accessibility, are mitigated when a SBHC is located on school property 

· Parents of sick children do not need to take as much time off from work to tend to a sick child or to take the child to a family physician

· Emergency room visits for non-emergency care are reduced

· Hospitalizations for chronic illnesses are reduced 

· In very rural communities, the percentage of children, who are regularly treated by a medical provider, increases dramatically. 
Children from economically disadvantaged families show benefits in tangible ways. The following list identifies the relationship between poverty, learning and, access to health care:

· Poor children are more likely to be sick

· Sick children tend not to learn nor perform to their capacity
· Many poor children do not have primary care physicians

· Accessible health services promote preventative interventions

· The severity of illnesses from normal childhood maladies are exacerbated when health care is inadequate or inaccessible

· Poor children are apt to attend schools that serve a disproportionate percentage of low-income students, who are in need of services that the school struggles to provide because of fiscal constraints

· Children living in urban or very rural communities are at the greatest risk of ill-health

Michigan Nonprofit Day – September 26th

On September 26, nonprofit leaders and elected officials will gather at the Lansing Center to discuss the policy issues affecting nonprofits in Michigan. House Speaker Andy Dillon, Senate Majority Leader Mike Bishop and other legislative leaders will be at Nonprofit Day. The event will be held at the Lansing Center, Lansing, Michigan

Other highlights of the day will include: 

· Breakout sessions on what's happening at the Capitol

· Predictions for ballot measures that may be up for a vote in the 2008 election

· Practical tips for evaluating advocacy efforts 

· the legal do's and don'ts for lobbying and election year activities

· suggestions for utilizing technology to further your advocacy efforts

· Luncheon with legislators

· Keynote address by Miles Rapoport of the national organization DEMOS: A Network for Ideas and Action; 
A full agenda for the day and registration materials are available at www.mnaonline.org
Registration is $40 for MNA members, $55 for non-MNA members and $20 for students.
For more information, contact Arlyn King at 517-492-2400 or aking@mnaonline.org

 
15th Annual Parenting Awareness Michigan Conferences

The 15th Annual Parenting Awareness Michigan Conferences will be held this autumn. The first conference will be held in Marquette on October 17th. The second conference will be held in Lansing on November 5th.  The conferences are geared for professionals and volunteers who work with parents and families, and for parents.

There will be workshops on: 

· Parenting for all age ranges of children

· Early childhood 
· Middle childhood 
· Adolescents
· Alcohol, Tobacco, and/or Other Drugs
Early registration for each conference is $40

To get the latest information and registration forms for the 15th Annual Parenting Awareness Michigan Conferences visit www.preventionnetwork.org.  

For more information, contact Luanne Beaudry, Parenting Awareness Michigan Coordinator at 1-800-968-4968.
Cancer’s High Toll on the Uninsured – New York Times Editorial
- September 11, 2007 - Cancer’s High Toll on the Uninsured 
The American Cancer Society’s new advertising campaign urging access to quality health care for all Americans will bring home in gripping terms what happens to people without health insurance. When it comes to dealing with cancer, any delay in detection or treatment, as is common among the uninsured or poorly insured, can be fatal.

The society decided to devote its entire advertising budget this year to the problem of inadequate health coverage after reaching a stark and sobering conclusion. It has no hope of meeting its goal of reducing cancer death rates by 50 percent, and incidence rates by 25 percent, from 1990 to 2015 unless cancer patients gain quicker access to screening and treatment. As Kevin Sack recently reported in The Times, the society’s chief executive, John Seffrin, believes that, unless the health care system is fixed, “lack of access will be a bigger cancer killer than tobacco.” 

The society’s campaign is rooted in solid research showing that uninsured patients suffering from cancers of the breast, larynx and mouth were much more likely to have these cancers diagnosed at an advanced stage, when they are less curable, than were patients with private insurance. As a consequence, they faced more difficult and more expensive treatments, a diminished quality of life and a greater risk of death.

Many patients are impoverished by their battles against cancer. A survey last year found that one of every four families afflicted by cancer used most or all of its savings in the battle, including one in five families with insurance. Their limited benefits could not come close to meeting the high costs of cancer treatment. 

With 47 million Americans lacking health insurance and millions more with only limited coverage, it is imperative to provide adequate, affordable, readily available health coverage to everyone. The cancer society doesn’t prescribe how to do that, but its campaign leaves little doubt it must be done. 

Michigan Legislation of Interest
- Thanks to Michigan Votes for providing this information
Senate Bill 695 and 696 (Impose school vaccination insurance mandate):

Introduced by Sen. Gilda Jacobs on August 30, 2007, to impose a new coverage mandate that would require Blue Cross Blue Shield to include in its health insurance policies coverage for all vaccinations required for school, without requiring any dollar limit, deductible or co-pay for these that does not apply to “screening coverage” generally. 

Details and Comments: http://www.michiganvotes.com/Legislation.aspx?ID=54245
Details and Comments: http://www.michiganvotes.com/Legislation.aspx?ID=54246
No Worker Left Behind – Free Tuition

A free tuition program is available on a first come – first-served basis for the unemployed, anyone with a layoff notice of termination, or anyone currently employed with a n annual family income of less than $40,000. The program is called No Worker Left Behind. 
The State of Michigan will pay for the tuition as a one-time offer, for up to two years at any Michigan community college, university, or approved training program. 
Sign up is from  8/1/2007 to 7/31/2010.  Participants must complete a skills assessment at Michigan Works! Agencies, and will have 4 years to gain a degree or occupational certificate in a high demand occupation as determined on a regional basis.  

Call 1-800-285-WORKS (9675) or see www.michigan.gov/nwlb for mo re information

Study: Youth Risk Taking Behavior: The Role of Schools

- Thanks to Antonia Blinn, Massachusetts School-Based Health Center Assembly, for alerting us to this information
  See Antonia Blinn’s E-mail dated August 29th
In June 2007, the Center for Mental Health in Schools, UCLA Dept. of Psychology issued a 27-page study, titled Youth Risk Taking Behavior: The Role of Schools
The study questions the long-held presumptions about risk taking by young people. For example, Brynes (2003) and others indicate available evidence does not support the views that:
· Adolescents take risks because they lack knowledge
· Adolescents take risks because they think they are invulnerable
· All forms of risk taking are bad
· Adolescents who take risks in one domain usually take risks in others as well
· Risk taking diminishes with age
· Males are always more likely to take risks than females
· Decision making can be improved simply by giving teenagers metacognitive

insight into the nature of decision making

In place of such assumptions, schools need to reflect on several motivational questions:
· What motivates risk taking?
· What motivates people to override their natural protective mechanisms

when they choose to take risks?
· What motivates people not to engage in those risky behaviors that society

has labeled illegal or extremely dangerous to one’s health?
More broadly, school decision makers must approach harmful risk taking behaviors,

and all other factors that can be barriers to learning and teaching, in terms of the

overall mission of the institution and ongoing efforts to improve schools. 
From this perspective, they need to consider the impact of the current trend to adopt problem specific programs focused on students per se. They also need to analyze the role

school policies and practices may be playing in stimulating such behaviors.

The full report is available at http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu/pdfdocs/policyissues/risktaking.pdf


Lawrence Technological University: Training for Nonprofit Organizations
1. Tuesday, October 23, 9:00-11:00am: “Share to Succeed - A Learning Circle for Nonprofit Financial Executives”  - This is a series of voluntary group meetings for nonprofit financial executives. This learning circle idea came from our 2006 Report on Strengthening Financial Competencies of Nonprofit Leaders funded by your foundation. Cost: FREE 

a. Bob Seestadt, CFO, Detroit Science Center is leading this learning circle. 

b. For more information, persons can contact mnpcenter@ltu.edu or call 248-204-3095. 

2. Thursday, November 8, 8:00am-4:00pm “Making the Pie Bigger - Innovative Strategies to Raise Funds through Social Ventures”. This is a workshop for nonprofit CEOs and senior managers committed to initiating or expanding earned incomes ventures as a means to support mission. 
a. Our partners are Social Ventures Network (John Ziraldo and John Heiss are leaders). 
b. We have a national speaker-facilitator, Jerr Boschee. 
c. For more information, our website for this event (with online registration): http://www.ltu.edu/management/nonprofit_seminar.asp 
d. Cost: $125.00 
For questions, can contact Jerry Lindman at lindman@ltu.edu or call 248-204-3095. 

New Publications on Nonprofit Advocacy from OMB Watch

OMB Watch, a nonprofit government watchdog organization located in Washington, DC. whose mission is to promote open government, accountability and citizen participation, has issued two publications on nonprofit advocacy.
Seen but not Heard: Strengthening Nonprofit Advocacy, a new book by the Aspen Institute provides recommendations for and research findings about nonprofit policy engagement, and How Nonprofits Helped America Vote in 2006 illustrates how nonprofit organizations are working to protect the integrity of the elections

Seen but not Heard is a comprehensive analysis of advocacy by charities and provides recommendations for strengthening nonprofit policy participation. It provides two types of recommendations: those for nonprofit leaders seeking to make changes within their organizations, and suggestions for strengthening the sector. The book is the culmination of survey research, focus groups and interviews with nonprofit executives and board members around nonprofit policy engagement. The book is for sale through the Aspen Institute for $15.
Ordering information Seen but not Heard can be accessed at www.npaction.org


The 20-page paper, How Nonprofits Helped America Vote: 2006 is available at www.ombwatch.org/npadv/PDF/nphelpedamericavote2006.pdf

Quote for the Day
If you think education is expensive, try ignorance – Derek Bok[image: image1.png]
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