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To keep all stakeholders and partners updated on the activities and issues of importance to the School-Community Health Alliance of Michigan (SCHA-MI), nonprofit organizations, and the state and federal legislatures, we regularly send information to SCHA-MI members and partners. We invite questions and comments. 
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Michigan’s Fiscal Crisis Will Continue Beyond 2007
Despite the revenue agreements that were reached by the Governor and Legislature to resolve the FY-08 budget, Tom Clay from the Citizen’s Research Council of Michigan said that future deficits could dwarf this year’s emergency shortfall.

Citizens Research Council of Michigan is an influential nonprofit policy group located in Livonia, Michigan. Mr. Clay, a former state treasury official, spoke at the Citizens Research Council of Michigan’s 91st Annual Meeting on October 5th. 
He said that, at current levels, state expenses will outpace revenues by roughly 5 percent per year over the next ten years. The continuing disparity between revenues and spending will create a $ 6 billion shortfall in Michigan’s general fund by 2017. Because the state constitution requires a balanced budget, large cuts or tax increases would be needed every year. 
The CRC report concluded that rising costs of prisons, health care and retiree benefits would continue to sap Michigan's money. Those costs will grow faster than revenues.

Policy changes could yield savings. The Department of Corrections now spends $1.9 billion annually, including almost $300 million on prisoner health care. Corrections Department spending has grown an average of more than 9% annually since 1980, according to the report. Michigan locks up convicts at a 40% higher rate than neighboring states. If those rates matched, the state could save $500 million a year, Clay said.
The 47-page presentation was based on research by the Citizen’s Research Council of Michigan and the W.E. Upjohn Institute for Employment Research.

Public Spending for Selected Health and Social Programs in Michigan
In September 2007, the Michigan League for Human Services (MLHS) issued a report that details expenditures and recipients for a number of programs administered by the Departments of Human Services, Community Health, Education, and Labor and Economic Growth.

The 17-page report is titled, Tax Dollars at Work: Public Spending for Selected Health and Social Programs in Michigan FY2006.

The report underscores the importance of recognizing both the economic and the human impact of these programs. The programs provide vital services to a broad range of Michigan’s low-income citizens from the young through the elderly, and cover both families and individuals. 

Children are key beneficiaries of these programs, either through direct services such as medical assistance, school food programs, or child care; or indirectly through payments to their families through the Family Independence Program, Energy Assistance Program, or Food Assistance Program.

Individual county profiles are available in the report that identify the number of people impacted by various programs and services as well as the amount of revenue the selected programs bring to the community. 

The report is available at www.milhs.org


For more information, contact MLHS at 517-487-5436.
Barbara Jordan Health Policy Scholars Program – Applications Available
The Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation is accepting applications for the 2008 Barbara Jordan Health Policy Scholars Program. This opportunity is for college seniors and recent college graduates who have a strong interest in addressing racial and ethnic health disparities, or who are themselves a member of a population that is adversely affected by racial and ethnic health disparities. The application deadline is 5:00pm ET on December 14, 2007.

During their nine-week experience, the Scholars work in congressional offices in Washington, D.C., obtaining first-hand experience in the policy-making process. They participate in seminars and site visits to enhance their practical knowledge of health care issues and gain first-hand knowledge of the federal legislative process. Each Scholar also writes and presents a health policy research paper in one of the following areas: Medicaid and the uninsured, Medicare, or HIV/AIDS.

"The Barbara Jordan Health Policy Scholars Program is a chance for motivated students to learn about the policy-making process on Capitol Hill and immerse themselves in the substance of a health policy issue. Barbara Jordan would be proud to see these students grapple with difficult health policy issues and work to address disparities,” Foundation President and CEO Drew E. Altman said.

Eligible candidates must be U.S. citizens who will be seniors or recent graduates of an accredited U.S. college or university in the fall of 2008. Individuals with an advanced degree, and those individuals currently enrolled in an advanced degree program are not eligible to participate. Candidates are selected based on academic performance, demonstrated leadership potential, and interest in health issues that disproportionately affect racial and ethnic minorities or underserved communities. Scholars receive roundtrip transportation to Washington, a stipend, and housing at Howard University for the duration of the program.

The Kaiser Family Foundation operates the program in partnership with Howard University. Application materials and more information are available online at www.bjscholars.org. For questions, please contact program director Cara James, Ph.D., at (202) 347-5270 or program manager Jomo Kassaye at (202) 238-2385. 
Potential Recall of Legislators 
-Thanks to Dana Hughes, Michigan Primary Care Association, for providing this information

During this budget balancing process, many legislators put their careers on the line to do what is right, voting for tax increases that are necessary to avoid massive cuts to vital services.  PLEASE thank those legislators who played key roles in the process and let them know how much you appreciate their votes. 
This is especially important as threats of legislative recalls are surfacing. The following legislators appear to be the most likely targets for recall: 
Rep. Chris Ward (R-66th District) (voted yes on income tax) 
Rep. Ed Gaffney (R-1st District) (voted yes on income tax) 
Sen. Patricia Birkholz (R-24th District) (voted yes on income tax)  
Sen. Valde Garcia (R-22nd District) (voted yes on sales tax) 
Sen. Tom George (R-20th District) (voted yes income tax)  
Sen. Ron Jelinek (R-21sth District) (voted yes on income tax and sales tax) 
Sen. Wayne Kuipers (R-30th District) (voted yes on sales tax) 
Sen. Gerald Van Woerkom (R-34th District) (voted yes on income tax)  
Rep. Kate Ebli (D-56th District) (voted yes on income tax) 
Rep. Terry Brown (D-84th District) (voted yes on income tax and sales tax)
Rep. Barb Byrum (D-67th District) (voted yes on income tax and sales tax)
Rep. Ed Clemente (D-14th District) (voted yes on income tax and sales tax) 
Rep. Mark Corriveau (D-20th District) (vote yes on income tax and sales tax)
Rep. Robert Dean (D-75th District) (voted yes on income tax and sales tax)
Rep. Richard LeBlanc (D-18th District) (voted yes on income tax and sales tax)
Rep. Gary McDowell (D-107th District) (voted yes on income tax and sales tax)
Rep. Gino Polidori (D-15th District) (voted yes on income tax and sales tax)
Rep. Dudley Spade (D-57th District) (voted yes on income tax and sales tax)
Rep. Mary Valentine (D-91st District (voted yes on income tax and sales tax)

For the name of your State Senator and State Representative, and the number of the district in which you live, go to the MPCA Legislative Advocacy Center and type your zip code in the space provided.  A list of your elected officials will be generated.  
To ensure that you receive information regarding legislative activity that pertains to Community Health Centers and public health, register as a health care defender at the MPCA Legislative Advocacy Center.  You will receive regular alerts. 
Michigan Legislation of Interest

House Bill 5269 (Give low taxable value school districts debt millage subsidy):

Introduced by Rep. Coleman Young on September 27, 2007, to require the state to provide a debt millage subsidy to school districts (like Detroit’s) that have low property tax values relative to the number of students (and thus get less money per mill of property taxes levied for school infrastructure projects than the state average). The bill would appropriate however much is necessary to bring all such districts up to the state average (meaning that districts which borrow more would also get more from the state). 

Details and Comments: 

http://www.michiganvotes.com/Legislation.aspx?ID=54544
SB 174 Senator Kahn (Environmental protection) 

Prohibit the manufacture, sale, or exchange of toys with lead content in excess of amount permitted by federal regulation

HB 4132   Rep. Gaffney (Environmental protection)

Prohibit certain lead-bearing consumer products or require labeling 
HB 4399   Rep. Wojno (Environmental protection) 
Prohibit the manufacture, sale, or exchange of lunch boxes containing lead 
HB 4936   Rep. Coulouris (Environmental protection) 

Remove the sunset on the Michigan Childhood Poisoning Prevention and Control Commission
SB 716      Sen. George (Medical records access)

Revise medical records access
Covering Kids and Families – Access to Health Care Events

Covering Our Kids Event:  Do your children have access to affordable health insurance coverage? On Saturday, October 27, 2007 Covering Kids & Families of Michigan is holding a MIChild and Healthy Kids enrollment fair where families can learn about low cost insurance products and apply for MIChild and Healthy Kids. The event will be held from 10 am to 2 pm at Lansing Community College. Activities to keep your children engaged will be provided. For more information please contact the Chronic Illness Coalition at 800.905.8862.  The event is free to the public.  
Provider Training Event:  The Covering Kids & Families Coalition of Michigan is holding a MIChild/Healthy Kids and Medicaid Application Training seminar on Tuesday, Oct 30th from 10 am to 2 pm at the Hannah Community Center located at 819 Abbott Road, East Lansing.    Past seminars have been a huge success!  If you are a professional who works with the uninsured this is a great place to learn how to do enrollment and make some contacts for the future.  
For more information or to register please contact Diana Ray Cole-Collin at 248.448.4466 or dcollin@bcbsm.com. The event is free and refreshments will be served.  
· Thanks to Carolyn Wiener, BCBSM & MHIAC for providing this information. 

Community Sponsors Needed for After-School Snack and Supper Programs

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) is looking for community sponsors to run after-school snack and supper programs for at-risk children.  This federal program provides free meals to students while they are engaged in positive after-school programs. 

Today’s students face difficult challenges on their path to educational success, according to State Superintendent of Public Instruction Mike Flanagan.   

“Poor diet; limited opportunities for organized activities; uncertain home environments; too much television; risky health behaviors; and stress are obstacles our students must overcome to achieve academic excellence,” Flanagan said. 

Research has demonstrated the positive relationship between good nutrition and academic achievement. MDE’s Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) offers an At-Risk After School Snack/Supper program that can improve the quality of nutrition for eligible students.  The CACFP provides a cash reimbursement for snacks and suppers served to children while in an after-school program.  Reimbursement is for school-age children who are 18 years of age or under at the beginning of the school year. 

“We need more organizations to sponsor these crucial after-school food programs for our children,” said State Board of Education President Kathleen N. Straus.  “Good nutrition is a building block in the community for healthy, happy kids who are ready to learn. The need is there and the federal reimbursement for the food is available.  Now we need more locations to serve the children.” 

Eligible sites must: 

· Be located in an attendance area of a school where 50 percent or more of the students are eligible for free and reduced price meals; 

· Offer educational or enrichment activities, after the regular school day ends or on weekends, during the times of the year school is in session;  

· Meet licensing, health or safety codes required by state or local law; and 

· Serve meals that meet USDA meal pattern requirements. 

Many students go home to an empty cupboard and absent parents.  Their food needs are great but the resources are minimal or non-existent.  The CACFP At-Risk After-School Snack/Supper program could be a stop-gap measure.  What child wouldn’t want something to eat immediately after the school day?  Students who participate in the CACFP At-Risk After-School Snack/Supper program receive healthy snacks and/or balanced suppers.  

Interested groups and organizations can contact the CACFP staff at (517) 373-7391 for further information.  To preview a sample CACFP application, go to www.michigan.gov/meis.  Scroll down to Child Nutrition Programs (CNP) and click on the Child Nutrition Application Program (CNAP).  To login, use systemsa and use samplesa as the password.   The sample application is in “read only” format.  

For more information, contact: Barbara Strong, Michigan Department of Education, at 517-373-7391 or strongb@michigan.gov
P.S.C. Plans Consumer Forums

The Public Service Commission announced a series of consumer forums beginning in October.   The forums will pass on information about electric and gas prices during the coming heating season as well as provide attendees an opportunity to discuss issues with commission members.

The events are scheduled as follows:

· 6 p.m. Tuesday, October 23, Commission Chamber, City Hall, 401 North Main Street, Mt. Pleasant. 

· 6 p.m. Thursday, October 25, Auditorium, Henry Ford Centennial Library, 16301 Michigan Avenue, Dearborn. 

· 2 p.m. Tuesday, October 30, Commission Chambers, 3rd Floor, City Hall, 10 North Division Street, Battle Creek. 

· 6 p.m. Thursday, November 1, UAW Local 7 Union Hall, 2600 Conner Street, Detroit. 

· 6 p.m. Monday, November 5, Room 100, City-County Building, 225 West Main Street, Gaylord. 

· 6 p.m. Thursday, November 8, Community Room, Municipal Office Building, 400 South Harrison Street, Ludington.
Report Documents the State of America’s Children
America’s Children: Key National Indicators of Well-Being, 2007, one of a series of annual reports by the Forum on Child and Family Statistics, utilizes 38 indicators to depict the well-being of America’s children in areas such as family and social environment, economic circumstances, health care, physical environment and safety, behavior, education, and health. Key early childhood findings include:

· Nineteen percent of children ages zero to two and 57 percent of children ages three to six are in some kind of center-based care, including day care centers, pre-kindergartens, nursery schools, Head Start programs, and other early childhood education programs.

· The percentage of children ages three to five not yet in kindergarten that were read to daily by a family member rose from 53 percent in 1993 to 60 percent in 2005.

· Patterns of child care vary by the poverty status of the child’s family. In 2005, children in families with incomes of at least twice the poverty rate were more likely than children in poor or low-income families to be in non-parental care.

To review the full report visit http://www.childstats.gov/americaschildren/.
College Students Get a Break on Costs

- By Kiplinger’s Personal Financial Magazine

New federal legislation will make college more affordable by directing federal money to students instead of to student lenders. 
The College Cost Reduction and Access Act of 2007 increases funding for financial aid, offers tuition assistance for students who plan to teach and helps struggling graduates repay their student loans. 
Lawmakers freed up money for the changes by cutting federal subsidies to student-loan companies by $20 billion. President Bush signed the bill into law on September 27, 2007.

Here's how students will benefit:
Need-based aid:  For families that qualify for financial aid, the news is doubly good. Pell Grants, awarded to students with high need, will climb to a maximum of $5,400 per year over the next five years from the current $4,310. Students who qualify for the maximum will receive the first increase, of $490, in 2008-09, bringing the total that year to $4,800. 
Meanwhile, the interest rate on subsidized Stafford loans, also offered to families with need, will drop to 3.4% over the next four years. That's half the rate on unsubsidized Staffords, available to any family. Students who borrow a total of $13,800 at 3.4% will save $4,400 over the life of the loans. 
Loan repayment: As of July 2009, borrowers "will have the assurance that their loan payments won't cripple them," says Robert Shireman of the Project on Student Debt. Rather than pay a fixed amount over 10 years -- the standard repayment schedule -- struggling grads can opt for a program that bases payments on up to 15% of their annual discretionary income, defined as gross income above 150% of the federal poverty level. The 2007 poverty level for an individual is $10,210, plus $3,480 for every additional family member. 
Quote for the Day
When the character of a man is not clear to you, look at his friends – Japanese Proverb
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